
Are the people of 
Middlesbrough living well?
Through research we are aiming to assess whether people of 
Middlesbrough have a safe life and thrive across areas like work, 
health and education but also community, political voice and culture.

We use 15 areas of social life, largely reflecting the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Let’s see what we’ve found so far...

DOUGHNUT UNROLLED: SOCIAL FOUNDATION

Data portrait
of Middlesbrough
A visual representation of how healthy we 
believe Middlesbrough’s economy is
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16.6% of households in 
Middlesbrough are fuel poor 
(10,244 out of 61,626) one of 
the highest region in England.

The UK Drinking Water 
Inspectorate has scored 
Middlesbrough water 
quality a 99.6% in overall 
zonal compliance, 
meaning that your water 
is safe to drink.

Virtual Eco Shop 
delivered 6,883 food 
bags (equivalent to 
around 55,000 meals) in 
12 months. 22 Eco Shops 
are now operating 
across the town, 13 
school based and 8 
community based.

Middlesbrough ranked 
in the bottom 10% of 
local authority areas 
in England for health 
in 2021.

The proportion of 
15-year olds achieving 
five GCSEs with A*- C 
grades, whilst 
improving significantly, 
remains amongst the 
lower in the region.

Unemployment above 
national and regional 
average.

The town has a lower 
level of owner 
occupation than local 
and national averages, 
with a higher level of 
social rented 
accommodation.

Middlesbrough voter 
turn-out below national 
average and regional 
average, but not among 
lowest 10 UK constituences.

The 24.6% increase in crime in Middlesbrough 
between the years ending July 2021 and July 
2022 is higher than the 1.1% increase seen in 
England. Middlesbrough is the 57st safest 
unitary authority (of 59 total) when ordered 
by crime growth rate.)

The Middlesbrough 
Cultural Partnership is a 
group of arts and 
culture organisations 
from across the Tees 
Valley working together 
for a creative 
Middlesbrough, formed 
in 2018. In 2022, they 
promised to distribute 
£383.5 million to 282 
organisations across the 
North over the next 
three years, ensuring 
that more people will be 
able to enjoy art and 
culture 

In 2021/22, Cleveland 
Police statistics were the 
eighth highest in 
England and Wales for 
Hate Crime based on 
Race. Rate of 190 cases 
per 100,00 population.

Only 33 charging 
devices for electric 
vehicles are available in 
Middlesbrough.

Direct rail services from 
Middlesbrough were 
relaunched in 2021 and 
the station is 
undergoing a huge 
£34m transformation in 
a joint project between 
the council, Tees Valley 
Combined Authority 
and Network Rail.

Early in 2021, we pledged 
that every child would 
have access to an 
internet-enabled device to 
support their education. 
We spent £350,000 on 
laptops and tablets for 
more than 1,000 children 
who were at risk of being 
left behind in their 
schoolwork. We believe 
that Middlesbrough was 
the first town or city in the 
country to provide this 
kind of support.

A third of people 
surveyed believe we 
should drive less.

By 2023 community 
perceptions of anti-social 
behaviour will be at their 
lowest level and better 
than the national average.


